
BROAD STREET MINISTRY
YOUTH INITIATIVE

From the Coordinator's desk... 
 

Happy 2016, everyone! 
 
It's hard to believe that I've been here on the job
for almost a full year, but I'm just as thrilled as
ever to have the privilege and blessing to
coordinate the Youth Initiative and Alternative
Breaks! 

 
Over the past few months, I've had the wonderful opportunity to connect
and reconnect with many of you via email and over the phone. It's been
such a joy to hear about the impact the Youth Initiative has made in the
past few years on your own communities, youth groups, and
congregations. Each conversation that I've had - whether it's been
exchanging stories from the YI of the past or giving updates to what the YI
is up to now - has brought me much excitement and energy for the future.
I've been pleasantly overwhelmed by all of your positivity, prayers, and
encouragement in moving the YI forward. Thank you for your commitment
to the YI, to your youth, and to the work of Christ in our world!
 
If we haven't had the chance to connect, please feel free to give me a call
at (215)735-4847 ext. 108 or email me at devin@broadstreetministry.org.
Even if you already have other plans for your youth in the coming year, I'd
still love to chat and hear what you're up to!  
 
We've got a lot of exciting developments coming soon, so even though
2015 was great for the Youth Initiative, 2016 looks even better!
Praying you all are well and that we see you soon!
 
Peace and blessings,
Devin

Spots Going Fast for Summer 2016! 
 

If you'd like to engage your youth in social justice issues, to spark
curiosity, to support our next generation of church and world leaders, and
to create lifelong disciples of Christ, the Youth Initiative wants to be a part
of it all this Summer! We still have limited availability for you to register

your group the following weeks of Summer 2016:
 

January, 2016
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Apply to be on
Summer Staff

2016! 

 
We are now accepting
applications for Summer Staff
2016! We are looking for
someone who has:

completed at least 2
years of
college/university
experience working with
youth
a foundational
knowledge of and
experience working in
social justice fields



Week 1: June 12-18, 2016
Week 5: July 10-16, 2016
Week 6: July 17-23, 2016
Week 7: July 24-30, 2016

 

 
Contact Devin for more specific availability and to register!

 
If you already have plans for Summer 2016, help us spread the word! 

Forward this newsletter to your colleagues in ministry or to anyone
who may be interested in getting involved with the Youth

Initiative!
 

Download our Summer Information Packet . here
Download our Registration Form . here

A College Initiative 
 

 
In addition to working with middle and high school youth throughout the
year, the Youth Initiative hosts Alternative Breaks for college groups as
well! Early this January, students from the College of Wooster's UKIRK
student ministry group chose to end their winter break early to spend time
with BSM. During their time with us, the Wooster students focused in on
the relationship between mental health, poverty, addiction, and
incarceration. 
 
Here's what Emily, one of Wooster's group leaders, had to say in reflection
on her time with the Youth Initiative:
 

energy, faith, creativity,
and motivation to bring
about a better society

 
Click  for our jobhere
description, and click here
 for our application.
 
Applications are due
on February 17!
 
 
Here's what Sarah L, two time
member of Summer Staff, has
to say of her experience:
 
"Searching for a fun and
rewarding way to spend my
college summer break and
intrigued by the opportunity to
engage with social justice
issues through volunteering at
a variety of organizations,
share my knowledge and
passion wih youth, and
explore Philadelphia, I applied
to work with the Youth
Initiative. My summer with the
YI fulfilled all I was looking for
and provided me with more
opportunities than ever
anticipated, such as to grow
as a leader, explore and
challenge my faith, discern my
future career path and calling,
learn about nonprofit
operations, and develop
lasting friendships. Anyone
with a passion for social
justice and faith and
possessing a desire to lead
youth in the exploration of
these topics should consider
applying to work with the
Youth Initiative."
 

 

 Our Very Own YI Field
Education Student! 

 

http://www.broadstreetministry.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/IV-Summer-Info-Packet-2016.pdf
http://www.broadstreetministry.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/IV-2016-Summer-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.broadstreetministry.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Summer-Staff-2016-Job-Description.pdf
http://www.broadstreetministry.org/wordcms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Summer-Staff-2016-Job-Application.pdf


"...as UKIRK visited Broad Street Ministry in Philadelphia, we had a
complete break from our normal lives. We stepped away from the college
classrooms and academic articles and stepped into the reality of mental
health, homelessness, and poverty. For four days we were totally
immersed with activity after activity, listening to story after story. We did
not have the luxury of being able to walk away from a discussion or turn
off our device in order to stop thinking about these societal ills. Instead of
dealing with these topics simply from an intellectual standpoint, we
engaged in a verbal, kinesthetic, interpersonal and sensory way that
validates, listens to, dignifies, awakens, and actualizes these societal
issues. There seemed to be an individualism that was sucked from the
week to reawaken ourselves to the role of the community that Christ
taught us to actively engage in.
While our 'theme' for the week was 'mental health,' the issue could have
been any society-wide obstacle. However, it was the framework that Broad
Street Ministry charged and challenged us with at the end of the week that
we bring back to our community of Wooster as our spiritual tool box, filled
with instruments of urgency, community, reawakening to reality,
vulnerability, etc."
 
If you have a college group that you'd like to have an experience like Emily
eloquently described, keep us in mind for next January! Contact  forDevin
information on how to register. 

A Piece of BSM for Your Home! 
Every summer, YI participants ensure that our sanctuary chairs are a
beautiful place to rest for our guests and congregants. This winter, youth
participants painted mini replicas of our chairs, and we still have some
available! They make great ornaments or decorative pieces to remind you
that there is always place for you at the table. For a donation of $30, we'll
send you a mini chair and you'll help us to continue providing Philadelphia's
most vulnerable with a delicious meal alongside our stabilizing services. 

 Devin if you're interested!Email

The Youth Initiative & BSM's Faith Community 

 
If you haven't had the
pleasure of meeting her in
person or getting a phone call
from her, meet Kristen Kelly,
our Field Education student
from Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia! She
is in her final semester of
working towards a Master of
Arts in Public Leadership, and
she's been putting her
expertise to the work of the
Youth Initiative. Kristen has
been diligently working on
development initiatives,
curriculum, and ensuring that
youth participants in the Fall
Weekends had impactful
experiences. Kristen has
greatly enjoyed her
encounters with youth who
challenge her own
preconceptions and leave as
much of a lasting impact on
her as their experiences in
Philly leave on them. We are
ever grateful to Kristen for her
hard work, her flexibility, and
her compassionate
commitment to shaping the
communities she finds herself
to be a part of. Kristen
graduates in May, and we're
excited to have her on board
through the spring!
 
 

2015 by the
Numbers 

 
2015 was a busy year for the
Youth Initiative! Check our
some of our exciting stats
below including the summer,
weekends, and alternative
breaks:
 

We hosted a total of 
from 545 participants 

9 different states

 

Participants gave a total
of to7,332 hours 
Philadelphia. Of those, 



 
The Youth Initiative strives to integrate itself into the mission and life of
sending congregations, and we are always grateful for the prayers and
support from churches all over the country. BSM's own faith community is
continually praying for the participants of the Youth Initiative, which is why
we were so blessed to have the opportunity this Advent season to mutually
support and pray for each other. 
 
Throughout Advent, BSM's faith community considered the ways in which
we are actively awaiting the arrival of the Kingdom that is and is yet to
come. Each week, we challenged ourselves to consider what we are
already doing for our city, our idealistic goals for the world, and how we
can support each other in our efforts. We wrote our answers on gold stars,
and then we added them to the cityscape in the sanctuary to show how we
are working to prepare the way for the arrival of the Kingdom in
Philadelphia. 
 
Before we even got started on our work through Advent though, Youth
Initiative participants in the Fall Weekends created and cut out our stars!
Youth took the time to consider their own discipleship in their own
communities, and prayed for the health and success of the BSM
congregation in our efforts to illuminate our city. Thank you, Youth
Initiative participants, for your time and prayers! Here is the result of your
labor, our completed cityscape on Christmas Eve:

 
 

1,393 were to BSM 
and  5,939 were to
partner agencies
across the city

 

We partnered with 24
different agencies

in the areas ofworking 
Food Justice, Drug and
Alcohol Recovery,
Homelessness,
HIV/AIDS Awareness,
and Mass Incarceration.

 
We're excited to crush these
numbers and make 2016 even
bigger and busier!

Holiday Cheer to
Mail Guests 

We are always thrilled when
groups of Youth Initiative
participants discover creative
ways to stay involved in the
life of BSM after their time
with us. This holiday season,
our Mail Guests were thrilled
to receive personal holiday
cards from the youth of
Ground Zero Youth Ministry at
Union Presbyterian Church in
Kirkwood, PA. Thank you for
your creativity, your
thoughfulness, and your
sharing of holiday cheer to our
guests!

Stay in Touch on
Social Media! 

 
If you're wondering what the
Youth Initiative and BSM are
up to outside of these periodic
newsletters, follow us on
social media!
 
Like our Facebook page .here
Follow BSM on Twitter .here
Follow our Clothing Closet on
Instagram . here

For More
Information 

https://www.facebook.com/BroadStreetMinistry
https://twitter.com/BroadstreetMin
https://instagram.com/bsmclothingcloset/


 
Contact Devin, the
Coordinator of the Youth
Initiative and Alternative
Breaks
 
Email: 
devin@broadstreetministry.org
 
Phone:
(215)735-4847 ext. 108

Please visit our website at http://broadstreetministry.org/youth-initiative/.
Consider making a donation at http://broadstreetministry.org/donate/.


