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The summer of 2017 marks 10 years of the Youth Initiative’s experience – whether you, 
your youth, or your church has spent time with us through the years or if this summer is 
just the beginning of your relationship with us – we’re so glad that we could welcome 
you to Philadelphia for a transformative, engaging, and relational mission experience 
and we pray that your experience with us continues to inform and inspire you. 

As we continue to grow and develop the summer Youth Initiative, we’re also dreaming 
and thinking about ways to involve even more people – youth, adults, intergenerational 
groups – in relational service and learning opportunities throughout the rest of the year. 
Mission can not and should not just be a summer excursion, as deep poverty, 
vulnerability, and scarcity affect people at all times throughout the year, both here in 
Philly and in your own community. 

To continue growing our educational programs and spreading the message of 
radical hospitality throughout our city and country, we need your continued 
support, both through prayer and finances. 

Every dollar you contribute to this campaign will go towards supporting the current 
Youth Initiative programming as well as allowing us to think, dream, and plan for 
upcoming new opportunities for youth, adults, and intergenerational groups to engage 
with us. 

We’re so glad that you have in some way heard a piece our story of radical hospitality 
here at Broad Street Ministry in Philadelphia – won’t you help us spread the story even 
further? 

The campaign will run until August 23 so there is plenty of time to share and build up 
support for the Youth Initiative and Beyond! 

 

We hope that this packet will give you useful tools and tips for how to share your 
story of BSM and to invite others to support the important work of BSM, the 
Youth Initiative, and beyond.  
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1. Get Started  

 Go online to http://youth-initiative-and-beyond-06598.causevox.com/ 

 Set up your fundraising page by clicking “Create a Fundraising Page”. It 
only takes a few minutes to set up your personal fundraising page. Pick a 
photo, personalize your page and explain to your friends and family why 
you are fundraising. 

 You can create a personal page, a page for your youth group, or a page 
for your whole church! 

 Set a fundraising goal. BSM can work with you to help you create a plan 
that works for you, your schedule and your network of supporters. Aim 
high! 

2. Recruit Your Team 

 Next, recruit friends and family to join your team and help you fundraise. 
You can do this by simply emailing out the link to your personal campaign 
page to your network or by posting the link on social media to recruit 
people to join you in making a difference. When you share the link, be 
sure to also share a story of why this campaign is important to you! 

3. Keep the Momentum Going  

 Once your campaign is set up, tell everyone about it. The more people 
you tell, the quicker you’ll reach your goal. Spread the word about your 
personal campaign and ask your friends, family and colleagues to donate. 
Fundraise online via email or social media and in-person every day in 
your community.   

 Send email updates about the number of team members recruited and 
the funds that have been raised. 

 Keep team members informed of quick, easy and fun fundraising ideas. 

 Put the link and a story about the campaign in your church bulletin, 
announcements, and newsletters! 

4. Celebrate your success!  

 After your campaign is over we will use 100% of what you raised to create 
financially sustainable and inclusive mission immersion and education 
experiences for youth, adults, college students, and intergenerational 
groups. Thank you for helping us make a difference not only here in 
Philadelphia but in your own community! 
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Broad Street Ministry is here to make sure your fundraising campaign will succeed!  
Below we’ve provided sample plans to help you reach your fundraising goals. After 
you’ve set your goal, pick a plan that you think will work with your life and network. Feel 
free to mix and match until you’ve come up with a plan that fits perfectly to your goals! 
 
Raise $255 

Sponsor yourself                                                                                                   $25                                                                                                

Ask 3 co-workers for $10 each                                                                             $30                                                                                                    

Ask 5 friends for $10 each                                                                                    $50                                                                                                                                                           

Ask 4 relatives for $25 each                                                                                 $100                                                                                                                  

Total                                                                                                                     $100                                                                                                                                                   

 
Raise $500 

Email Campaign:  
Recruit 5 new fundraisers who will commit to sending out 25 emails asking for a 
donation of $25. Even with a return rate of 25% you will raise more than $100 per 
team member. 

Total                                                                                                                      $500                                                                                                                                          

 
 
Raise $1,000 

Email Campaign:                                                                                                  $500                                                                                                                                             
Recruit 5 team members who will commit to sending out 25 emails asking for a 
donation of $25. Even with a return rate of 25% you will raise more than $100 per 
team member. 
                                                                                                            

Host a Party:                                                                                                         $300                                                                                                                               
Host a party at your home. Invite 30 friends and ask them to donate $10 each.                                                                                               

Casual for a Cause:                                                                                              $100                                                                                                                    
Coordinate a dress down day with your HR department at your place of employment. 
Ask for donations of $10 from 10 people.                                                                      

Game Watch:                                                                                                         $100                                                                                                                                      
Invite 10 friends over to your house to watch a sporting event and ask for a $10 
donation. Provide snacks and drinks and it will be a party everyone will remember for 
a great cause! 

Total                                                                                                                    $1,000                                                                     
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1. Be excited. Whether asking for a donation or for someone to join your team, 

your excitement will be contagious. Friends, family members and everyone you 
know will want to support you. 
 

2. Make a list. Make a list of everyone you see or contact on a regular basis. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for a specific amount from each person for your campaign. Also, 
ask your network if their employer has a matching gift program. 
 

3. Donate to campaign. Your friends, family and colleagues will appreciate seeing 
that you have also made a donation to your campaign, so consider making a 
donation while you are asking others for their support. 
 

4. Say thank you. Let your supporters know how grateful you are for their help.  
Consider sending a handwritten note or a personal email to say thank you. With 
their help and yours we are helping provide essential items to Philadelphia’s 
most vulnerable. 

 
 
 

 

Bank Employer Mechanic 

Business vendors Classmates and Peers Neighbors 

Church/clergy members Golf or sports partner Youth Group 

College classmates Grocer Church Leaders 

Co-workers Hair stylist Professional associations 

Daycare workers Holiday card list Relatives 

Dentist/Doctor Lawn care company Social media connections 

Dry Cleaners Manicurist Sports Teams 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Youth Initiative & Beyond 



5 
 

PERSONAL Write down your ideas of who to contact and how to reach out. 

 
Go beyond your immediate family. 
Who did you see at the last holiday party or 
reunion? 

 
 

Notes 

Include friends from other periods of your 
life. 
Grade school, high school, college, graduate 
programs. 

 
Informal groups or clubs. 

 

Review wedding or shower guest lists. 
Your holiday card list 
Sorority/fraternity 
Anyone who you recently supported in a 
charity event of their own 

 

How are you involved in your community? 
Volunteer activities/organizations 
Your children’s activities 
Civic or religious organizations 
Facebook groups 
Connections on social media 

 

What businesses do you frequent? 
Grocery stores, dry cleaners, gyms, salons, 
salons, doctors, etc. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL Write down your ideas of who to contact and how to reach out. 
Co-workers.  Ask outside your department 
or direct contact. 
Outlook contacts, office directory 
Former co-workers from previous jobs  

 

Who do you regularly interact with? 
Clients, partners, vendors 
Where does your business regularly 
spend money? 

 

 

Review your LinkedIn network? 
Think of different organizations whose 
meetings you attend regularly. 
Chamber of  Commerce, Municipal meetings 
Networking groups 
Industry groups, professional development 
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Below are helpful suggestions that you can use to help kick off your personal 

fundraising campaign. Remember to be creative and explain to your network why you 

are fundraising for Broad Street Ministry. 

Raffles Ask a local merchant to donate a prize such as a 
restaurant gift certificate that you can raffle off to your 
network. 

Turn a gift to you into a gift Ask family and friends to donate money on your behalf 
to your campaign instead of giving you presents for 
your upcoming birthday or anniversary. 

Partner with local businesses Ask your hair salon, barber shop or other businesses 
you frequent if they will donate a percentage of 
proceeds from their services to your campaign. 

Hold a drawing Partner with your HR department and investigate 
raffling off a half or whole day off work. Or sell tickets 
for the chance to win a prime parking space at work. 

Movie night Ask your local movie theater to donate movie tickets, 
and then sell them, so that the proceeds can be 
donated to your campaign. 

Sell your career skills For example, if you’re a CPA, offer to do your friends’ 
taxes for a fee that goes towards your campaign. 

Schedule a share-the-profit event Many local restaurants/bars will give a portion of a 
day’s profits to a specific cause. Arrange this with 
restaurant management and notify your friends and 
family to visit the establishment on the scheduled day. 

Host a game night Host a Monopoly, poker, bingo or other game night 
and charge admission. 

Corporate matching gift program Find out if your employer has a matching gift program 
and make sure that your network of supporters are 
aware that their companies may have them as well.  It 
an easy way to double donations! 

Breakfast Bring bagels, cream cheese and coffee to work and let 
colleagues know that they will be available for a 
donation to your campaign. 

Loud Tie Day See who can wear the most outrageous tie. You can 
even design your own tie.   
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Social media has become one of the most powerful outlets for communications and can 
be helpful with fundraising. Below are sample messages that you can post to Facebook, 
Twitter or LinkedIn. Social media networks reach far more than a phone call or email 
and we know you can make a difference reaching out to your network. 
 

1. Message after you register. “I just signed up to help Broad Street Ministry 
fundraise for personal care items such as socks, underwear, toothpaste and 
deodorant for their guests. I hope you will join me in providing essential items to 
Philadelphia’s most vulnerable. With just $25, BSM can provide 12 pairs of clean, 
dry socks. Visit my campaign page to donate or register to become a fundraiser 
<insert your link here>.” 

2. Message 2 throughout the campaign. “Did you know that 3,300 people are 
experiencing homelessness on any given day in Philadelphia? I’m raising funds 
to do something about that! Visit my campaign page at <insert your link here> to 
donate or register to be a fundraiser.” 

3. Message 3 throughout the campaign. “I’m halfway to my goal of helping Broad 
Street Ministry provide personal care items to their guests and only need <$> 
more to reach it. Will you help me? $50 will help us provide 238 toothbrushes to 
Philadelphia’s most vulnerable. Visit my campaign page at <insert your link here> 
to donate.” 

4. Message 4 throughout the campaign. “I’m in my final stretch of fundraising for 
personal care items for Broad Street Ministry. Please support my efforts and visit 
my personal fundraising page. With a donation of just $75 I can help provide 100 
deodorants to BSM’s guests. <Insert your link here>.” 

5. Message 5 at the end of the campaign. “Thank you so much to everyone who 
supported my efforts to provide much needed personal care items to 
Philadelphia’s most vulnerable. I was able to raise <$>! Thank you for your help. 
I could not have impacted so many lives without you!” 

 
 

 

1. Always include a link to your personal fundraising page. 
2. Don’t be afraid to post frequently. Remember how quickly messages get 

minimized with everyone sharing their own statuses. Make your post regular and 
frequent. 

3. Publicly thank your supporters. Example: “Thanks to Jane Doe for her donation. 
Your support is so appreciated!” 
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Below is an email template that you can use to email your network to support your 
campaign or get involved. 
 

Email after you register 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 

 

I am writing today to let you know that I just registered for Broad Street Ministry's Youth 
Initiative & Beyond Campaign, so that I can help educate and involve all people in 
education surrounding radical hospitality. My time with BSM taught me <insert a 
reflection or story of your time at BSM> 

I am asking for your support in my fundraising efforts. I have made a commitment of 
raising <$> by August 23rd and I am excited to work towards reaching my fundraising 
goal. Right now I am building a team of supporters and I want you to join my team and 
help me fundraise for this great cause. It's been a great experience so far and it is easy 
to join my team and start fundraising. You can join my team by going to my campaign 
page here <insert link> and click join. Once you click join, you can personalize your 
fundraising page and begin sharing your campaign with friends and family.  

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation you can do so by visiting my 
campaign page at <insert link>. You can also mail in checks for my campaign to Broad 
Street Ministry. Please insert my name in the memo line. Checks can be mailed to: 

Broad Street Ministry 
Attention: Development Department 
315 S. Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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1. Explain why fundraising for the Youth Initiative is important to you.   
1. Ask your supporters to take a specific action.  
2. Show what you’re doing to make a difference. Share a story from your time 

with the Youth Initiative! 
3. Why I am fundraising.  

4. I’m concerned about our community.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1. Always include a link to your personal fundraising page. 
2. Don’t be afraid to tell your network what fundraising goal you are trying to reach. 
3. Add your campaign link in your email signature. That way, whether you’re 

thinking about it or not, you’re inviting everyone you connect with to help.  A 
suggested signature is below: 
 

“I’m participating in Broad Street Ministry’s Youth Initiative & Beyond Campaign 
and I need your support! Visit my campaign page at <insert link>, and join my 
team or donate.” 
   

4. Give a deadline for the response. 
5. If possible, share a personal story about your experience with BSM. 
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Why fundraise online? Online fundraising is one of the easiest and fastest way to raise 
money.  In minutes, you can set up your personal fundraising page, customize it and begin 
asking for donations. 

How does it work? Once you register for the campaign and create your own page, you can 
begin recruiting friends to join your personal campaign or ask them for donations.   

What is peer-to-peer campaign? A peer-to-peer campaign is a proven method of raising 
funds and recruiting teammates online. By sending emails through an online fundraising 
platform, you can communicate to several people quickly. Start by sending an email 
announcing your participation in the New Year, New Bag Campaign and asking others to join 
your team or donate. After a few days have past, send a reminder email letting your network 
know that you still need their help. The more emails you send, the more success you will 
have raising funds online. Remember, the number one reason people give is because 
someone asked them. 

Is it safe to use my credit card online? Yes, online donations made to your fundraising 
page are secure. Broad Street Ministry uses a secure credit card processor to make sure 
your credit card information is safe. 

How can online donors get a receipt for their donation? Donors will automatically receive 
a confirmation email when the transaction is processed. Their tax receipt should be printed 
out or saved for tax purposes.  

Some people are not comfortable donating online. Can they still send in their 
donations?  Yes, please ask them to send their checks to Broad Street Ministry Attention 
Development Department at 315 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107.  Please ask them 
to make their checks payable to Broad Street Ministry and to include your name in the memo 
line, so that we can credit the donation to your campaign.  We will issue a tax receipt for the 
donation. 

How do I make a matching gift through my employer? 
Many companies offer matching gift programs to encourage employees to contribute to 
charitable organizations and some provide matching funds. First, contact your employer’s HR 
department to verify if your place of employment participates in a matching gift program. If so, 
review the guidelines and complete any necessary documentation. Next, make your personal 
donation and save your tax receipt and matching gift form. Give the form and any other 
information needed to the Broad Street Ministry. Our Tax I.D. number is 20-2760310 
 

How are donations made?  Donations can be made via cash, check or online with a credit 
card. All checks should be made payable to Broad Street Ministry. 

Is there a fundraising minimum?  No, but we encourage every participant to support Broad 
Street Ministry by donating, setting a fundraising goal, and aiming high to achieve that goal. 

Additional Questions. Please feel free to contact Kris White at Kris@broadstreetministry.org 
or 215-735-4847 EXT 105 if you have additional questions or need help customizing a 
fundraising plan. We’re here to make sure you succeed. 
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